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FRIENDLY ADVICE 
TO A 


Child Unborn. 


A 


Little Piece of PoR TRY, with very 
long NoTEs. 


— 


By a Perſon of Learning, as you may ſee by the Morro. 


— 


Huc ades, hæc animo concipe difta tus. 
LIL. GRAM. 


EQN DON: 


Printed for M. Coors, at the Globe in Pater-noſter- Row. 


(Price Six-pence.) 
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To the READER. 


LL that will be ſaid, Prefatory to this extra- 


on the Huc apes in the Motto. 


NOT. 


How the Author cou'd be guilty of fo great a Blunder, 
as to bid the Child unborn come to him, I cannot con- 
ceive, If we allow the Probability of its hearing the Ad- 


vice, we will never admit the Poſſibility of its walking to 
receive it. | 


Some Critics, I know there are, who excuſe the Poet 
by applying the Huc ades to the Mother, and the reſt of 
the Sentence to the Child; but, when we conſider the 
Lady's Condition, and that it, probably, renders her not 
a little unwieldy, it wou'd argue the greateſt want of Po- 
liteneſs imaginable to uſe the Expreſſion to her. So that, 
in ſhort, I am for leaving the two firſt Words of the Motto 
entirely out.----Learned Reader, what ſay you ? 


Friendly 


ordinary little POEM, is by way of Note 
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FN Thou that art the Lord alone knows what, 
1 And art to be the Lord alone knows who, 
(A Beau, a Judge, an Alderman, or Wit, 

A Belle, a Slattern, or a Houſewife rare) 
Hear my Advice, and ponder well my Words. 


0 When 


NOTE S. 


O, Thou that art, &c.] The Proem or Preface to the 
Advice is very juſt : for what the Child is before it is born, 
or the Condition in Life it will arrive to afterwards, the 
Wit of Man cannot find out. | 


* A Houſewife. | Read an Houſewite. 


Hear my Advice. | How the Author convey'd his Advice 
to the Infant's Ear is uncertain. He mult either have been 
ſhamefully near, or have ſpoken prodigious loud at ſome 
more decent Diſtance. | 


(()) 
When nine kind Months * i gang Aid 


have ent.. BTR, 
And mail'd with callous Hide hes gender _ 


mo eneary 6 cement Oy ere 


And the rough Touch o of a *He-Midwife's Hand, 
Exert thy Pow'r, a Mother's Life's at Stake, 


And eaſe her Nel Maur all laben s 


NOTES, 
Mail d with callous Hide. | Very Poetical. 


A He-Midwife.) Read an He-Midwife. Here now 
we are let ſomewhat into the Quality of the Parents: and 


to me, it appears evident, that they muſt be Perſons of 
eat Diſtinction, becauſe the | Fees of theſe maſculine 
luſſeys are ſo very exorbitant, that it is PETERS for 


any other to employ them. 


* And eaſe her pain oful . . He expreſics « a very 


great Tenderneſs for the Mother. If he is her Huſband, - 


All's very well ; but whether he is or is not, the Reader may 
be aſſured of this, and reſt fatisfied, that It is not in the 
Power of Comment or Annotation to find it out. | 


(7) 
Till then lie quiet in thy Ude Cell 50 
Nor crave; too much, but ' temperately lire, 1 
Elſe, when Lucina beckons thee abroad, 
Wedg'd in the ? narrow Paſſage 1 thou lt remain, 
WIT 4 2 . Then 


4 Oo . 99 . 
1 11. S. 2 1 s # &# a f 
„ 


— — NOTES 


| Temperate live.] What phyſical Reaſon the Poet 
can give for a Child's Volition at ſo tender an Age, I 
know not; but, however, moral Precepts cannot, Poſſi- 
bly; be grafted too early in the Minds of Vouth: 


* Lucina.] The Goddeſs of Child-bearing. 


Marrow Paſſage. *Tis difficult to tay much on the 


Subject Matter of this Note, with a grave Face ; 5 and, 


therefore, I ſhall, in very few Words, proceed to give the 
ſimpering Reader the Author's Meaning, Know then, 
my waggith Friend, that you are to underſtand nothing 
more by the Varrow Paſſage than This, that whenever the 
Infant comes to Light, about whom all this Rout is made, 
it will, moſt inconteſtably, be the Lady's Firſt-born. 


'* Thou lt, for thou wilt, two Words pronounced as one 
Syllable, for Harmony Sake. 
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0 8) 
Then pungent Tortures carte to be endur'd, rt 
And Agonies too great to be Expreſs'd, VET) 10Y1 
The . Parent ſuffers ere thy Jolthead's" out, SN 
And when it is, ſbe eyes it with Cofcern- 
But if thy little '3 Reaſon has prevail'd 


* De 8 Some f ft ME read Thy Parent, 
others Thy Parents, becauſe a fond Huſband is almoſt in 
as much Pain and Anxiety, in this diſtreſsful Moment, as 
the Mother herſelf. 


'* She eyes it with Concern. ] If you approve beſt of the 
latter Part of the Criticiſm, in the Note above, you muſt 
read, They eye it with Concern ; that is, they are fearful it 
will prove a Simpleton, according to the Obſervation of 
our Ancients, ©* A great Head and little Wit. 


Lil Reaſon.] It is difficult to determine what Reaſon 
there is in a Perſon ſo young, but in all Probability, 
no great Abundance. 


And “ ſenſual Appetite been duly check'd, 
The '* Goddeſs pleas'd facilitates thy Birth, 
And welcome a as you enter'd you'll return. 


% 


ry * * = 0 - - 4 


_ 
* 
1 
0 


wy 


*% 
* 
#\ 
— 


e 


4 Sinfual Ap petite. The Word ſenſual muſt 1 pro- 
.. as if it Chad but two * > 
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's. The Goddeſs pleas d facilitates thy Birth, ] This n 
contains a very pretty Moral :---It gives us to underſtand, 
that the Babes Conduct has been regarded by the Deity ; 


and that Virtue will, moſt aſſured] ly, meet with its Re- 
ward. | | | 


Aud weltome as you enter d you'll return.) Me 


enough! Very plainly importing, that it will be recciv d 
wh Uh Eve with e e Delight. 


C 1 Various 


© NOTES. 3 . 
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Various | OrixioNSG» concerning th 
* O E M. 


CERTAIN Nobleman, N diſtinguiſhed for 

his admirable Abilitits, is pleas'd to ſay, that he had 
rather be the Author of this ſmall Performance, than of 
all the Works of Howes, ;\Firgit; and Horace put: toge- 
ther. This, no doubt, muſt make the Author not a 
little vain, 

Some very learned Pirines, but of the demurer Sort, 
have given us to underſtand, that, if a few ludicrous Ex- 
preflions were left out, fach as the Narrow Paſſage, and 
the whole laſt line, no-body need be aſhamed of owning 
the Work. | 0 

An arch Woman of Quality is of another Opinion: 
The Subject, ſhe ſays, | is of ſo droll a Nature, that it will 
admit of a great many more Pleafantries ; and, if ſhe knew 
the Author, ſhe wou'd ſupply him with ſeveral embelliſhing | 
Hints againſt the next Edition. 


The Men-midwives are in = great Pudder. And, 


all the Pretty Fellows complain of the want of Smut. 


But there is no ſuch Thing as pleaſing every Body. 
And 


— * 
„„ * — 
4 2 


n 
And now my good Friends who have laid your Money 
| out upon this Work, give me leave to obſerve to Jou, that 
very much of the Beauty of the Poem conſiſts in its Con- 
ciſeneſs. Had the Author ſaid more, he wou'd have been | 
very injudicious, it wou'd have too much burthen'd the 
Memory of the Child; and had he ſaid leſs, he — Fen 
as well have ſaid nothing at all. 

And further, let me juſt mention to you ws great Uſe- 
fulneſs of critical Notes; had it not been for them, tho 
the Piece might have been tolerably well underſtood by 
the ſagacious and penetrating Reader, you will certainly 
allow that it cou d not poſlibly have ſold for half the Price. 
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